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In the House, CHC members have in-
troduced and passed meaningful bipar-
tisan bills to achieve that goal. As the
proud son of farmworkers, I was
thrilled when Democrats, Republicans,
growers, and workers came together to
pass the Farm Workforce Moderniza-
tion Act. This bipartisan bill would
give farmworkers and their families a
pathway to citizenship.

Doing so would stabilize our work-
force and the price of our food, making
your produce, my produce, and
everybody’s produce available at a rea-
sonable cost. The CHC also led efforts
to pass the bipartisan American Dream
and Promise Act to allow DACA, tem-
porary protected status, and deferred
enforced departure beneficiaries to
earn permanent residence and continue
contributing to our workforce and
economy.

CHC, with House Democrats, deliv-
ered. Unfortunately, Republicans in
the Senate blocked these commonsense
bills that would benefit all Americans
and help keep families together. How-
ever, we didn’t let their refusal to do
what is right for this country and
American families stand in the way of
our work to enact positive change.

That is why the CHC led efforts to
pass immigration reform through the
Build Back Better Act and provide a
much-needed pathway to citizenship
for Dreamers, TPS holders, essential
workers, and farmworkers, and mean-
ingful protections and work permits.
Out of the House, we passed significant
reforms to address the historic labor
shortages our Nation faces, grow our
GDP, and fight rising costs for Amer-
ican families.

Now, with these much-needed provi-
sions awaiting consideration in the
Senate, I call on my Senate colleagues
to take up the Build Back Better Act
without delay and pass it with a path-
way to citizenship. I call on the Senate
to pass the American Dream and Prom-
ise Act. I call on the Senate to pass the
Farm Workforce Modernization Act.

We must urgently pass immigration
reform right now. We will work with
the administration to achieve positive,
meaningful immigration changes. It is
our duty to our Nation to give hard-
working, immigrant, essential workers
the opportunity to stay in the country
that they call home.

Our Nation’s immigrants are profes-
sionals, entrepreneurs, doctors, nurses,
and essential workers who make Amer-
ica stronger. We are at our strongest
when we embrace our immigrant com-
munities.

Later tonight, during President
Biden’s State of the Union address,
CHC members will be virtually joined
by Dreamers from our districts to high-
light their contributions to our coun-
try, their home. Dreamers are part of
our efforts to rebuild and to recover.
They are our future and our constant
inspiration in this fight.

Tonight, I am proud to be joined by
Alma from Thermal, California, my
constituent, to say: ‘“You are not for-
gotten.” ‘““No son olvidados.”
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You are home.

MR. PUTIN’S IMMORAL WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I rise with a very heavy heart and an
overwhelming sense of sadness, an-
guish, and anger that should, however,
be utilized to save lives.

I traveled with the Organization of
Security and Cooperation in Europe
with my colleagues, Congressmen
Cohen, Hudson, Wilson, Aderholt, and
Veasey. We started out, most of us, on
Sunday with the intent to go into the
Ukraine region, and we did, all with op-
timism that this war would not be,
that we could engage in discussions
with parliamentarians and heads of
state and that Putin would listen to
reason of the 21st century.

Upon arriving, we unfortunately
heard the distorted, confused, and ab-
solutely rejected message of the Soviet
Union, and how the history suggests
that countries like Ukraine were not
independent, they were simply part of
the old Soviet Union.

Madam Speaker, you are aware of the
fact that generations now living in
democratic countries like Lithuania
have no knowledge of the old Soviet
Union. Congratulations to leaders like
Gorbachev and Yeltsin who believed
that their duty was to bring Russia
into the 21st century.

We remember the words of Ronald
Reagan: Mr. Gorbachev, tear down that
wall. How in the world can Putin now
come to represent that he, riding in on
a fancy horse, maybe even shirtless, is
going to now dominate violently,
bringing these countries to their knees
and for them to reject what they have
come to love, and that is democracy?

We continued in discussions—the
Lithuanian Prime Minister, the Lith-
uanian President, the Lithuanian For-
eign Minister, and many others—that
country, right in the eye of the storm,
right in the potential of being one of
those victims, yet Lithuania is a mem-
ber of NATO protected by Article 5.
But we thought because of their fears
and their concerns, because of their
sensitivity of the reckless and uncon-
trolled posture of Putin, who knows
where he would go, HEstonia, Latvia,
Moldova, countries that are standing
separately.

He has already, as we were fully
briefed, dominated and taken over—it
doesn’t exist. I want the President of
Belarus to understand that. I hope that
he could stand up, but there were al-
ready 30,000 to 40,000 Russia troops in
his country bordering on Lithuania.
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Even with that, we wanted to, as we
have heard, give peace a chance and
continue to press for peace even to the
point where we went to the meeting
where Finland, Sweden, France, Great
Britain, Russia, and Ukraine were all

March 1, 2022

there. We went to sit down at the peace
table to try and argue. We arrived on
Wednesday, and as everyone knows, in
the late hours, early morning, from
Wednesday to Thursday, Putin de-
signed his own war. No vote by the
Russian people. He designed a purpose-
less, senseless, and immoral war.

I began to articulate how we should
move quickly, financial sanctions that
should immediately bring them to
their knees, the SWIFT account being
denied. On Friday and Saturday I
asked for that. But I think the real
issue is they should be brought to their
knees. And then last Saturday I said
that he should be charged as a war
criminal. I am glad that the world
criminal court, The Hague, is now
opening an investigation on this des-
perate terrorizer, this killer.

We cannot tolerate this kind of be-
havior. He indicated to the world that
this was an operational war: I am going
to be selective, I am not going after ci-
vilians.

Madam Speaker, to the Nation and to
the world: this is a face of a destroyed
building reminiscent of World War II
when civilian places were bombed and
when thousands were lost. There is a
person standing here. And this is dead
children.

Mr. Putin is a killer and a terrorist.
And these are terrorists that are in
Ukraine. We ask the world to continue
to stand united, NATO and others, to
be able to bring Putin to his needs fi-
nancially and economically and as well
on the world stage. He should be tried
as a criminal. We need this war to end
in a cease-fire.

Madam Speaker, President Zelensky
said: We are here.

We stand with him. Ukraine is here.
Glory to Ukraine.

————
MARDI GRAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Down in
New Orleans where the blues were
born, it takes a cool cat to blow a horn.

Down in LaSalle and Rampart
Street, it is Mardi Gras combo with a
mambo beat.

Today is Mardi Gras, and as a New
Orleanian, this is a special time for our
city and our region. It is a joyous time
culminating today in the dizzying,
colorful explosion that is Mardi Gras
Day—Fat Tuesday. Everywhere else, it
is just a Tuesday, but in Louisiana it is
Mardi Gras—a time for merriment, a
time for joy, a time to party, and rec-
ognize the culture that makes New Or-
leans so unique and makes Louisiana
S0 special.

It is a one-of-a-kind experience.
Some might call this biased, but objec-
tively I think everyone should enjoy
and experience Mardi Gras.

Today, people from all over the world
come together, krewes of all stripes
and backgrounds work to pull off a day
like none other.
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